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Creating Content in Brightspace 

Things to consider when creating content in Brightspace’s rich content editor 

include:  

• Use a heading structure so screen readers can navigate through the content.

• Lists need to be formatted using the list button.

• Create tables using the insert table button. Row or column headers need to

be identified. To do this, first select “cell” from the drop-down menu. Then,

select “Cell Properties”. Indicate if the cell is a header cell from the drop-

down menu under “Cell type”, then click “Save”.

• Add alt text when inserting images and shapes. Remember, alt text should be

accurate, short, and to the point. Do not use “image of” or “graphic of”.

• Select the link button to insert a link, then select the type of link from the

drop-down menu, such as “Url” for website hyperlinks. When inserting links,

use meaningful text, like “AgriLife Digital Education” for the URL

“https://digitaleducation.agrilife.org/”. Otherwise, screen readers will read out

the entire URL.

• Use math equations instead of images by selecting the equation button.

• Color should not be used as the only visual means of conveying information.

For example, instead of “translate the words in red”, try “translate the

capitalized red words”.
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• Use sufficient color contrast like the colors in the AgriLife Brand Guide. The

easiest way to check color contrast is to search for a contrast checker.

WebAIM contrast checker is a good resource.

• Use the accessibility checker to ensure everything is accessible.

If you need help, reach out by emailing ade@ag.tamu.edu.

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
mailto:ade@ag.tamu.edu
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Creating Content in Canvas

Things to consider when creating content in Canvas’ rich content editor include: 

• Use a heading structure so screen readers can navigate through the content.

• Lists need to be formatted using the list button.

• Create tables using the “Table” tab (located inside the “Insert” tab). Row or

column headers need to be identified. To do this, select the rows and go to

“Table”. Then, select “Row” and “Row properties”. Afterwards, select “Header”

and then “Save”.

• Add alt text when inserting images and shapes. Remember, alt text should be

accurate, short, and to the point. Do not use “image of” or “graphic of”.

• Select the link button to insert either an external link or a course link. When

inserting links, use meaningful text, like “AgriLife Digital Education” for the

URL “https://digitaleducation.agrilife.org/”. Otherwise, screen readers will

read out the entire URL.

• Use math equations instead of images. To do so, selecting the “Insert” and

then “Equation” tab.

• Color should not be used as the only visual means of conveying information.

For example, instead of “translate the words in red”, try “translate the

capitalized red words”.

• Use sufficient color contrast like the colors in the AgriLife Brand Guide. The

easiest way to check color contrast is to search for a contrast checker.

WebAIM contrast checker is a good resource.

• Use the accessibility checker to ensure everything in the content editor is

accessible.

If you need help, reach out by emailing ade@ag.tamu.edu. 

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
mailto:ade@ag.tamu.edu
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